
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Mt.Pleasant NOW Development Corporation 
 
  
Your Project Title: "Jammin' at the Point" 2018 

Your Project Summary: Jammin at the Point is a free summer neighborhood concert series for the 

Mt.Pleasant community. Residents are invited to bring their families and lawn chairs to enjoy a two hour 

jazz concert produced by the Mt. Pleasant NOW Development Corporation. The 2018 concert series will 

be the sixth year the program has been offered. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The inclusion of street and block club leaders as well as the Advisory Board ensures the project 

is representative of the community. While the attendance figures for each festival are relatively small, the 

organization has a clear idea of ways to draw more individuals from the neighborhood to participate in the 

festival. With a group of coordinators from NOW, their organizational capacity is well established. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Mt. Pleasant NOW Development Corporation is an advocate for low to moderate income 

families, and their “Jammin at the Point” is their signature cultural arts program. It is a free summer concert 

series for their Mt. Pleasant community. The application does a good job describing the community both 

geographically and demographically, and I appreciated how they provided background on past events. 

Lastly, coordination and plans are clear and also the budget is clear. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application includes evidence that the project will meet the funding criteria. This is 

clearly a neighborhood that is experiencing difficult times financially and I appreciate the efforts that MPNDC 

has taken on to meet the needs of the residents. A couple of things: I didn't get a good sense that the 

organization has solicited feedback from the neighborhood about this series. A total attendance of only 150 

people seems low considering the area is home to 23,000 residents. With some simple surveys or focus 

group discussions, you may gain some insight on this. Also, the project goal listed in the Application 

Narrative section is quite broad. I suggest taking a step back and identifying some very specific goals for 

this series in 2018. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application does meet the funding requirements. The applicant not only identified and 

detailed their community, but reflected that their effort to use the arts and a positive force for change within 

the local community has been responded to positively. I do not question the financial capabilities of the 

organization based on the diverse streams of funding and their commitment to paying the performing artists 

at a comparable rate. Having had the program for a while, I would love to see how this event specifically 

influences the community and how they respond to it. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 



Mt.Pleasant NOW Development Corporation - Continued  

 

3 
 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The Jammin at the Point event meets the requirement for public benefit and it is serving their 

community through arts and culture. It would be nice to see a more robust plan for outreach. How will you 

engage your whole community? 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

